
A publication of the 
Wantagh Union Free School District

Summer 2022

www.wantaghschools.org

What’s New in

Wantagh

Wantagh High School 
valedictorian Julianna Rose and 
salutatorian Skyla Marchesi have 
spent their entire lives filling their 
minds with knowledge, but good 
grades are not all that define the 
top-ranked graduates of the Class 
of 2022. They have also given 
back to the community, both 
locally and globally, reflecting 
the giving spirit that Wantagh is 
known for.

In addition to their 
numerous Advanced Placement 
and college-level courses, and 
the homework that comes 
with that, Julianna and 
Skyla have found 
much time to serve 
others. Julianna 
can often be 
found at St. 

Frances de Chantal Church, 
where she works with the 
theater group and is a religious 
education teacher. Or, she 
might be at the Wantagh Public 
Library, where she started Story 
Seekers, a creative writing 
workshop for middle school 
students. On top of that, she 
helped start the Wantagh 
Foundation for Furthering 
the Sciences, which provides 
elementary school students with 

ideas for science experiments 
they can do at home.   

Skyla has made a major 
impact in the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society’s Student of 
the Year campaign. As a team 
leader for Warriors for a Cure, 
she organized fundraising events, 
fostered partnerships with local 
businesses and organizations, 
and raised awareness about the 
campaign at school. This year, 
they raised more than $65,000 
for blood cancer research and 
to support people undergoing 
treatment. As president of the 
Key Club, she helped spearhead 
several service projects, such as 
creating dog toys from recycled 
T-shirts. Skyla helps other 
students with their academics 
as a precalculus and chemistry 

tutor.
Julianna, who ranked 

first with a weighted grade 
point average of 108, will 
attend Cornell University 
to study plant sciences in 
the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences. She 
has a particular interest 
in hydroponics on space 
stations. She said she was 

drawn to Cornell by a very 
positive campus atmosphere, its 
reputable academic programs 
and the potential research 
opportunities. 

Heading south is Skyla, 
who had a 107 GPA. With 
aspirations to be a pediatric 
doctor, she has committed to the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill to be a neuroscience 
major on a pre-medicine track. 
Skyla wants to take advantage 
of volunteer and internship 
programs, noting that there is a 
hospital on campus. 

Julianna and Skyla earned 
the President’s Award for 
Educational Excellence at this 
year’s Senior Awards Night. 
Additionally, Julianna received 
the Board of Education’s 
Paideia Award for leadership, 
scholarship and service, and 
Skyla was presented with the 
Superintendent’s Excelsior 
Award for achievement and 
dedication.

The top graduates are 
grateful to have been educated 
in Wantagh schools, where they 
had supportive teachers and a 
wealth of course offerings and 
extracurricular activities to enjoy.

“Wantagh has definitely 
prepared me for what comes 
next,” Julianna said. “The 
teachers are amazing and you 
can tell that they really care 
about the students.”

“They love what they do,” 
Skyla added, “and they were 
always there to help.” 

Top Grads Excel Top Grads Excel 
in the Classroom and the Community



The 189 graduates of Wantagh 
High School’s Class of 2022 will 
be remembered for their many 
achievements, their perseverance 
in the face of adversity and, most 
importantly, their value. 

As the sun slowly made its 
descent behind the stage, the 
senior class was celebrated for 
the last time as a group during 
the graduation ceremony on 
June 24 on Wantagh’s turf field. 
The scoreboard was lit up with 
“2022.”

The graduates, in their 
black gowns with gold sashes, 
emerged from the doors 
of the north gymnasium 
as underclassmen in the 
band played “Pomp and 
Circumstance.” They made 
their way along the track to 
their seats, where they heard 
inspirational words from speakers 
at the midfield dais. Principal 
Dr. Paul Guzzone told them to 
live life with an absolute value 
approach. The former math 
teacher noted that absolute value 
is the distance from zero, and the 
number is always positive. 

For this class, their starting 
point is March 13, 2020, the 
last day of in-person instruction 
of their sophomore year. From 
there, Dr. Guzzone said, they 
learned many positive lessons 
like being flexible and finding 
other ways to connect with 
people.  

Superintendent John 
McNamara said that with the 
adversity this class faced, they 
are prepared for whatever life 
throws at them next. It will help 
them be the outside-of-the-box 
thinkers the world needs to solve 
today’s complex problems.

“When things get tough 
as an adult,” added Board of 
Education President Anthony 
Greco, “remember to look 
inside of yourselves for that 
same determination you found 
when you were in high school. 
We know it’s there, and this 
graduation ceremony is proof of 
that.”

Salutatorian Skyla Marchesi 
said that students in the Class 
of 2022 are a cohesive group 
that value each other’s different 

interests and skills. They 
succeeded academically and 
became stronger individuals 
because of the obstacles they 
overcame. 

“This chapter of our lives may 
be over,” she said, “but there are 
new experiences, successes and 
challenges ahead.”

Valedictorian Julianna Rose, 
reflecting on a short-lived 
experiment in seventh grade 
where she and her friends tried 
to learn a new word every day, 
promoted the value of lifelong 
learning. She cited some words 
that reflect the high school 
experience for the Class of 2022, 
like how the “tumultuous” times 
they lived through allowed them 
to become more “resilient.” 
Going forward, she encouraged 
her fellow graduates to embrace 
new experiences and accept the 
unfamiliar. 

Senior class Vice President 
Joseph Labo made sure to thank 
those who have supported the 
graduates, asking them all to give 
their “home base” – their families 
– a big round of applause.

triumphed over adversity



The district bid farewell to its senior 
class, who wrapped up a successful 13 years 
in Wantagh, but it also celebrated more than 
400 other students who achieved significant 
educational milestones in finishing 
elementary and middle school.

Wantagh Middle School hosted its 
crossing-over ceremony on June 10 for its 
eighth grade Class of 2022. In September, 
they will literally be crossing over to the 
connected high school for four years that 
will offer even greater opportunities. 

The front lawn of the school was the 
setting for the Friday evening ceremony, 
where the sun was shining to represent their 
bright futures. Principal Anthony Ciuffo 
is confident that they will succeed, as they 
overcame challenges throughout middle 
school to reach this point.  

For Mr. Ciuffo, the former principal of 
Forest Lake Elementary School, this group 
of eighth graders was special to him as they 
arrived in the middle school at the same 
time.  

“I have literally watched students 
in this group grow up from teeny tiny 
kindergartners, to confident fifth graders, 
and then I moved up with them as their 
middle school principal where I have been 
able to watch them continue to mature 
and grow for the past three years,” he said. 
“Seeing you, now nine years later, ready to 
move on to high school, is very surreal.”

Student speakers included Allie Reisert, 
who reminisced about sixth grade, James 
DiCerbo, who reflected on seventh grade, 
and Lana Lee, who recounted special 
memories from the past year. Paul McHale 
looked ahead to high school. 

Elementary moving-up ceremonies were 

held from June 21 to 23 for fifth graders. 
Mandalay Elementary School’s program 
began with a student color guard for the 
Pledge of Allegiance and national anthem. 
The entire fifth grade performed “Shine 
Your Way” by Owl City after Principal 
Marie Pisicchio handed out promotion 
certificates. 

The program included a new award, in 
honor of a beloved Mandalay security guard 
who recently passed away, that Ms. Pisicchio 
said will become an annual tradition. 
The Officer Mike Levesque award, for a 
student who exudes kindness toward the 
community, was given to Katelyn Sutton.

Wantagh Elementary School Principal 
Dr. Randee Bonagura had some words of 
advice for students as they begin middle 
school: be humble, get involved, smile, work 
hard and follow the golden rule by showing 
others kindness and thoughtfulness. She 
told them to continue to be the good 
citizens of their school and their community 
she has watched them become.   

Forest Lake Elementary School fifth 
graders sat under a black and gold balloon 
arch on the Wantagh High School stage 
as Principal Jessica Zimmer outlined their 
numerous accomplishments. They learned 
how to read and write, add and subtract, 
do science experiments and speak other 
languages. But all those academic accolades 
are not what she will remember the most.

“I will remember your beautiful 
spirits,” she said. “I will remember your 
passion to achieve and be the best version 
of yourselves. I will remember the strong 
friendships you have created. I will 
remember the fun and joyful moments we 
shared together.”

A Mission Complete 
for fifth and Eighth gradErs

Laura Reich, President  •  Tara Cassidy, Vice President                                                
 Adam Fisher • Anthony Greco • Jennifer Perfetti

John C. McNamara, Superintendent of Schools
Anthony Cedrone, Assistant Superintendent for Business

Stephen Moran, Assistant Superintendent for Pupil Personnel Services
Elaine McGuigan, District Clerk

BOARD OF EDUCATION

A publication of the 
Wantagh Union Free School District

Summer 2022 

www.wantaghschools.org

What’s New in

Wantagh

*****ECRWSS**
POSTAL CUSTOMER
Wantagh, NY 11793

Non-Profit Org.
Sec 34.65(e) PL&R

U.S. Postage
PAID

Wantagh, NY
Permit No. 26

Wantagh Union Free School District 
3301 Beltagh Avenue
Wantagh, NY 11793




